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ation had dissolved. The king of Sicily was at peace with
the Emperor and was prepared for even closer relations.
The Lombards were estranged from the Pope, whom they
regarded as having broken faith with them when he made a
separate peace with the Emperor. The Papacy was therefore
isolated, and rendered the more insecure by renewed discord
with the Romans. Alexander III, soon after his triumph at
the Third Lateran Council, had to leave the city, and he died
at Civit& Castellana in 1181. His successor, Lucius III, was
also unable to maintain himself in Rome; both he and
Urban III lived almost continuously at Verona. The Papacy
was in financial difficulties, too, for the long struggle, during
which it had often been deprived of its normal revenues, had
taxed its resources to the utmost. Alexander III had fre-
quently been forced to borrow, and complained bitterly of
the usury of some of his creditors. So, though the Papacy
had emerged triumphant from its contest with the Emperor,
it was now in a position of considerable embarrassment.
Impoverished, exiled from Rome, and without allies, it had T]ie P°licv
to adopt a cautious policy. The Curia as a whole was united curia Pa?a
in this course, and the cardinals, having the control of papal
elections, had the means to carry it into practice. They
determined to wait upon events. The Popes they elected
were all old men, so that their reigns were bound to be short x;
the cardinals could reckon that if opportunity arose they
would soon have the chance to make use of it. They could
not bind the Pope during his lifetime, but if his views were
too pronounced for their liking they could soon redress the
balance. Thus Alexander's successor Lucius III proved to
be too complaisant to the Emperor. On his death in 1185
they chose the anti-imperial Urban III, who, however, went
too far in the opposite direction. So in 1187 the peace-loving
Gregory VIII was elected, and, as he only survived two
months, Clement III, also pro-imperial, succeeded him. He
was followed in 1191 by Celestine III, who showed great
resource in resisting, so far as he was able, the autocratic
policy of Henry VI. The oldest of all these Popes, his reign,
was the longest, and he was ninety-two years of age when he
died in January 1198.
1 There were five Popes in the seventeen years between the death of
Alexander III and the accession of Innocent HI.

